
1 

 

OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL: 

TECHNICAL AND VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING 

Private Bag X174, PRETORIA, 0001, 123 Francis Baard Street PRETORIA 0002 South Africa 
  

Enquiries: Dr M Swart            Tel: 012 312 5880                 Email: Swart.M@dhet.gov.za  

 

TVET NUMBERED CIRCULAR 0051                                  Date: 03 June 2019 
 

RE:  DATA POLICY DIRECTIVE 4 OF 2019 

 

TO: TVET College Acting/Principals  

[Distribution of circular by Office of DDG: T] 

 

 TVET College Data Managers 

[Distribution of circular by CD: Systems Planning and Institutional Support] 

 

Service Providers of TVET Business Management Systems 

 [Distribution of circular by CD: Systems Planning and Institutional Support] 

 

CC: Regional Managers  

[Distribution of circular by Office of DDG: T] 

 

Acting TVET Directors [Distribution of circular by Regional Manager] 

 

Branch P Officials [Dr H Narsee, Ms N Tema and Mr B Kanhanga] 

[Distribution of circular by CD: Systems Planning and Institutional Support] 

 
 

Dear Principals, TVET College Data Managers and Service Providers 

 

The purpose of this circular is to provide further explanation regarding the enrolment into 

the Prevocational Learning Programme (PLP) and very importantly, to clarify the reporting 

on PLP enrolments and progression.  The latter has already been identified to be 

problematic, which results in inaccurate reporting by the Department on this indicator.  The 

Branch wishes to correct this anomaly quite urgently. 

 

Purpose of the PLP 

The purpose of the PLP is to prepare students for access into a specific vocational or 

occupational learning pathway at TVET colleges.  It aims to provide foundational learning 

essential to address learning gaps and to improve students’ chances of academic success in 

the qualifications and programmes they progress into after completing the PLP. 
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The PLP does not replace any existing foundational programme. It is intended as a 

programme in its own right that prepares a student for entry into the National Certificate 

(Vocational) (NC(V)) Level 2, NATED Report 191 (N1) and occupational (NQF levels 2-4) 

qualifications and programmes. Although the PLP has no assigned credits, indications in 

discussions with the Quality Council for Trades and Occupations (QCTO) are that they will 

recognise the PLP for entry into certain occupational qualifications, following the matching 

of curricula.  This will have to be done by specialists at the QCTO.   

 

How is it funded? 

The programme has been added to the Ministerial approved programme register and 

funding for student enrolment will therefore be distributed in terms of the National Norms 

and Standards for Funding of TVET Colleges. The college will receive the state funded portion 

for this enrolment as part of its subsidy payment, while these students also qualify as NSFAS 

bursary recipients for the 20% portion. However, the award of such bursaries is dependent 

on the students meeting the qualifying criteria for such award. 

 

Academic Matters 

The PLP consists of four subjects – i.e. Foundational English, Foundational Mathematics (not 

Mathematical Literacy), Foundational Science and Foundational Life Skills & Technology.  

Colleges received materials for all four subjects by the end of November 2018.  The materials 

for each subject consist of student guides, workbooks with exercises, a curriculum, as well as 

a facilitator guide. 

 

Test and exam papers were prepared for the pilot implementation in 2018 but going forward 

the onus will be on lecturers to prepare exam papers and assessments, as per the 

assessment schedule contained in the curriculum. The 2018 tests will be included in the 

packs as a guideline.  All materials will be available on the LSS. 

 

PLP Assessment 

There is no national exam for the PLP and the programme follows a continuous assessment 

process.  Each subject has a curriculum that reflects the weighting for the prescribed tests, 

practical assignments and mid-year and final exams. This means that all marks count 

towards the final result and students do not accumulate a year mark to qualify for the final 

exam.  The results are endorsed by the Academic Board of the college. 

 

Lecturer allocation and support 

By the very nature of the PLP, the lecturer needs to have an understanding of the type of 

student that is enrolled and adapt the style of teaching and assessing accordingly. Colleges 

may decide to use existing academic staff or contract additional staff.   

 

To ensure that lecturers are appropriately prepared to make the adjustment, the Lecturer 

Support System (LSS), hosted by the Department, has developed a comprehensive teaching 

support package for PLP lecturers, which they can access anytime and at will.   

 



Admission into the PLP 

The recruitment and selection of students is without doubt the most critical factor to the 

success or failure of this programme, and must be meticulously planned for.  The PLP 

programme must be included in the enrolment plans of each college to qualify for the 

subsidies given to colleges.  It is imperative that students who will not be able to cope with 

formal studies are placed in the PLP first for a year to prepare them for further studies.   

 

The entry level requirements of the PLP calls for a student who has passed grade nine, but 

did not pass the standardised placement test, which would be indicative that the student is 

not ready for formal  study.  The student will also not have met the entry requirements for a 

specific course, but is a good candidate to do so should the student be provided with 

appropriate foundational knowledge and skills during the PLP.  These criteria for the 

selection and admission of the students into the PLP must be clearly described in the 

admission policy of the college. The same applies for entry into any college programme 

offering – selection and admission criteria need to be specified in the admission policy. 

 

For example, English is the language of teaching and learning at TVET colleges.  For this 

reason, it is ideal for a student to be proficient in English, as their level of proficiency in 

English will impact on their performance in all other subjects.  If a student was not able to 

obtain at least 40% in English Second Language in Grade 9, it would be a strong indicator 

that they will struggle to cope with the learning in NC (V) level 2 programmes and placement 

in the PLP is recommended. The PLP content/curriculum has been designed to assist the 

struggling student.   

 

Progression into TVET qualifications and programmes 

Merely completing the PLP does not provide students with automatic access to further 

study.  These are determined by the respective curriculum policies, for example the 

minimum entrance requirement for NC (V) L2 programmes is Grade 9. Colleges have the 

prerogative to set additional requirements other than the minimum requirements as 

indicated by curriculum policy. 

 

The same applies to Report 191 Engineering programmes.  A student is required to obtain at 

least 40% for Mathematics to pass Grade 9 and failing to do so, means the student is a 

candidate for PLP. The recommendation is further that the pass marks for Science and 

Mathematics in the PLP are aligned with the pass requirements for Grade 9.   

 

The intention is that a student who completed the PLP and one who applies to the college 

with a Grade 9 pass, both have equal chance to access programmes at the college that 

require a Grade 9 pass. A student who was referred to the PLP would not have met the 

minimum entrance criteria set by the college for the programme he/she applied for. 

The following table provides colleges with guidelines to set standard criteria for entry NC(V) 

L2, occupational L2-4 and N1 Engineering programmes.  It is emphasised that these criteria 

should be adopted in the admission policy of the college and that a student completing the 

PLP and one entering from Grade 9 are treated equally. 

 
































